Introduction
Our ears and eyes stumbled. Our skin crawled. Our body remembered. We split apart.
I remember in full that moment which has come to signify-in my humble opinionan enunciation of the nation: the incitation by the Dutch Prime Minister quoted above. is the only adequate response to such brawny rhetoric, since the bravura belies a self evident posturing. Indeed, his pronouns betray him. One is obliged to ask who comprises and is excluded from the "us" in the enunciation? Furthermore, I find "it" ethically suspect: a perpetuation of a VOC mentality begs the question of which aspects of the VOC ought to be repeated-with or without a difference-in Balkenende's call for action. Is "it" an attempt at achieving peace or techno-financial advancement?
Whose borders and which peoples must be subjected to violation to restitute the embarrassment of former riches? Since his mandate lacks specification, questions such as these lurk in the undertones of enunciation.
In the course of this chapter, I develop the enunciation of the nation as a concept in order to approximate the colonial logics of Dutch nationalist discourse, with particular reference to the Dutch Saint Nicholas tradition. The enunciation of the nation is embedded in power, and power, however conceived, lies at the very heart of societies structured in dominance (Hall 1980). As such, Dutch nationalist discourse cannot be ignored if we want to understand how inequality is re-produced, re-worked and re-imagined through national cultures by subjects in a country such as the Netherlands which prides itself on liberal values.
From Nation to Enunciation
I note that Ernest Renan poses the question why Holland is a nation and furthers that it is "through an act of heroic resolution" (Renan 12-13). As such, I observe an alignment between the Prime Minister's heroic resolve as it resounds with the heroism of the nation's originary moment. Proceeding from this point, it becomes possible to begin a conceptualization of the enunciation of the nation as the protagonist's quest 202 | Joseph D. Jordan
